Beyond Bubbles and Blocks
Tips for MA EI Home Visitors

Neonatal Abstinence Syndrome:
The rate of infants born with Neonatal Abstinence Syndrome (NAS)
has grown significantly in the past years. The national rate of NAS
was 5.8 per 1000 births in 2012. In New England the numbers are
even higher at a rate of 13.7 for 1000 hospital births. Lianne Renaud,
the program director at Criterion Worcester, has done a literature
review as part of her graduate work. She reviewed current research
in order to study the effects of NAS on development as well as learn
about strategies EI clinicians can use when working with families
affected by NAS

“Every 25 minutes a baby is born suffering from opioid
withdrawal. “ National Institute on Drug Abuse
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Evaluation/
Assessment tip


AVOID THE USE OF
JARGON

When working with
children and families we
need to make sure we are
avoiding using jargon and
this is particularly true
when doing an evaluation.
The words you use to
explain what you are doing
or testing should be easily
understood by the parent.
Although we know what
fine motor, muscle tone,
and Physical Therapist
mean, a parent many have
no idea. Take the time to
explain the terms you are
using. EI home visitors
understand “EI speak” but
often times parents are not
aware or are unsure of what
we mean when we use
jargon, professional terms,
or “EI speak”.
Early Intervention Training
Center
Emily Webb
(781) 774-6622
Emily.webb@state.ma.us
www.eitrainingcenter.org
June 2016

